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Barcelona, 22 September 2015 
 
 

Dear Client, 
 

The draft bill for the 2016 General State Budgets has commenced its Parliamentary 

formalities and is expected to be approved prior to the general elections scheduled to 

take place at the end of the year. 

 

This circular sets out the main changes of the Draft Bill with regard to taxation. Please 

remember that the legal texts referred to still have to pass through a compulsory 

parliamentary procedure before final approval, and the final text will in all likelihood 

undergo some changes. 

We detail the most relevant changes below: 

1. In the sphere of Corporation Tax: 

There is a change in the way of calculating the tax incentive for the reduction in 

income from certain intangible assets, referred to internationally as the patent box. In 

the current wording, the tax allowance involves including only 40% of the income 

produced through the assignment of the right to use the intangible asset. The draft bill 

amends the calculation procedure to adapt it to the resolutions adopted within the 

fold of the European Union and the OECD, proposing a reduction to the taxable base 

that shall be calculated by applying a reduction to the income from assignment of the 

use of intangible assets. This reduction shall be calculated by multiplying the result of 

the following quotient by 60%: 

 
 In the numerator: the expenses directly related to creation of the asset (including 

subcontracted expenses). These expenses shall be increased by 30%, up to the 

amount of the denominator.  
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In the denominator: the same expenses as the numerator and, where appropriate, 
those incurred in acquisition of the asset. 

 

The quotient does not include financial expenses, depreciation of real estate or other 

expenses not directly related to creation of the asset. 

 

This change would come into force from 1 July 2016.  

 

There is a transitory system for assignments of use or exploitation carried out in 

application of this tax allowance based on the wording in force in other financial years.  

 

2. With regard to the Priority patronage activities   

 

For 2016, the patronage activities considered priority (for example, those undertaken by 

the Instituto Cervantes for the promotion and dissemination of the Spanish language 

and culture through online networks, new technologies and other means; the training 

programmes for volunteer work that have been the subject of a grant from Public 

Administrations, etc.). 

 

Gifts, donations and contributions to the aforementioned activities may benefit from 

the five-percentage-point increase of the quotients and allowance limits set out under 

Law 49/2002, governing foundations and tax incentives for patronage and up to 

€50,000 limit for each contributor1. 
 

By the same token, the following are considered to be events of exceptional public 

interest for the purpose of application of the tax allowance system established under 

article 27 of Law 49/2002: 

 

 The “2nd Centenary of the National Prado Museum” (Additional Provision 46).  

 The “2017 Sierra Nevada FIS Freestyle and Snowboard World Championships” (AP 

47).  

 The “25th anniversary of the Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum” (AP 48).  

 The “2018 Barcelona Waterpolo European Championship” (AP 49).  

                                                            
1
  The  €50,000  limit  does  not  apply  to  the  activity  carried  out  by  the  ONCE  Foundation  as  part  of  the  “Talent 

Opportunity” Scholarship Programme, as well as cultural activities performed by this entity within the framework of 

the Contemporary Art Biennial, the Cambio de Sentido Cultural Space and the travelling exhibition El Mundo Fluye. 
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 The “Centenary of the birth of Camilo José Cela” (AP 50).  

 The “2017: Year of the retina in Spain” (AP 51). 

 

3. With regard to the Wealth Tax 

 

The re-establishment of this Tax is also extended for 2016, and from 1 January 2017 it is 

expected to be deactivated again through a 100% tax allowance. 

 

4. With regard to Value-added tax 

 

Technical modifications are introduced in certain exemptions for better adaptation of 

the internal regulations to EU rules with regard to exemptions of the provision of services 

directly related to the exports of goods, as well as with regard to the exemption in 

imports of goods that are associated to warehousing arrangements other than customs 

warehousing.  

Civil partnerships that were paying tax through the additional VAT are expected to 

become taxable persons for Corporation Tax and shall therefore no longer be covered 

by the special regime.  

 

5. With regard to the Tax on Transfer of Assets and Documented Legal Acts (Stamp 

Duty) 

 

The taxable scale that affects the transfer and reinstatement of nobility titles and 

peerages is updated. 

 

6. With regard to cadastral issues 

 

There is a provision for cadastral values to be reviewed upwards or downwards, to bring 

them into line with the real estate market, and the date for approval of the 

corresponding report of cadastral values. For this purpose and in light of the studies 

carried out to this end, different coefficients are established depending on the year in 

which the cadastral values stemming from a collective assessment procedure come 

into force. 
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The cadastral values coefficient updates referred to in section 2 of article 32 of the 

consolidated text of the Real Estate Cadastre Act, approved by Royal Legislative 

Degree 1/2004, of 5 March, are set for 2016 in accordance with the following table: 

 

Year of entry into force of the cadastral values report Coefficient update 

1984, 1985, 1986 and 1987 1.13 

1988 1.12 

1989 1.11 
1990, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002 1.1 
2003 1.06 

2005 0.92 

2006 0.82 

2007 0.77 

2008 0.7 

2009 0.77 

2010 0.85 
  

7. As regards Excise Duty and Tax, and more specifically the Excise on Electricity, there is 

a technical adjustment in the exemption for certain electricity production facilities.  

 

8. With regard to Levies  

 

 From 1 January 2006, the fixed rate levies of the State Tax Authorities remain the 

same, as do the amounts set for the levies applied to games of luck or chance, as 

the amount payable for 2015. 

 

 The amounts of the levies imposed by the Traffic Department shall be adjusted to 

the multiple of 10 eurocents immediately higher, except when the amount to be 

adjusted is a multiple of 10 eurocents. 

 

 In general, the quantification of parameters required to determine the amount 

of the levy on radio spectrum use remains unchanged.  

 

 There are allowances applicable at ports of general interest with regard to the 

occupancy levies, of the vessel, passengers and goods, pursuant to the 

provisions set out in the consolidated text of the State Ports and Merchant Navy 

Act, approved through Royal Legislative Decree 2/2011, of 5 September.  
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 For 2016, the basic amounts of the port levies remain at the sums applicable in 

2015. 

 

 Lastly, the amounts of the public airport charges are reduced. 

 

9. Other provisions with a tax impact: 

 

 The legal interest rate of money: this is set at 3% for 2016. In 2015 the amount is 

3.50%. 

 

 Default interest: this is set at 3.75% for 2016. In 2015 the amount is 4.375%. 

 

 Public indicator of multiple effect income (IPREM): In 2016, an annual IPREM of 

€6,390.13 is set, the same as the amount regulated 2015. In cases in which the 

reference to the minimum wage has been replaced by the reference to the 

IPREM, the annual amount of this shall be €7,455.14 when the corresponding rules 

refer to the minimum wage in the annual calculation. However, if it expressly 

excludes the extra summer and Christmas payments (pagas extraodinarias), the 

amount shall be €6,390.13. 

 

As this is a draft bill, the final text will in all likelihood undergo a change.  

 

In addition to those professionals that regularly collaborate with your company, Lorena 

Marquina, Xavier Latorre or Javier Aquilué remain at your entire disposal for any 

clarification with regard to this circular. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

AUDICONSULTORES 

 

 

La present circular té com única i exclusiva pretensió la de facilitar als seus destinataris una selecció de continguts 

d’informació general sobre novetats o qüestions de caràcter laboral, tributari o jurídic, sense que això pugui constituir 

assessorament professional de cap tipus ni pugui ser suficient per a la presa de decisions personals o empresarials. 

© 2015 Audiconsultores, Advocats i Economistes SLP. Tots els drets reservats. 


